Recovery of group A and nongroup A beta-hemolytic streptococci from throat swab specimens.
The recovery of beta-hemolytic streptococci from throat swab specimens, from 1973 through 1975, was analyzed. Group A and nongroup A beta-hemolytic streptococci were recovered from 16.5% and 16.1%, respectively, of the specimens received. Although the recovery of group A streptococci fluctuated during the year, with the greatest incidence during the winter and spring months, the recovery of nongroup A streptococci was constant throughout the year. The proportion of group A to nongroup A streptococci was significantly greater in specimens collected during the winter and spring months than in those collected during the summer and fall months, and in specimens from pediatric patients than in those from adults.